1918]   THE SUBRENDBK OF GERMANY

" It must be clearly understood that the process
of evacuation and the conditions of an armistice are
matters which must be left to the judgment and
advice of the military advisers. The President feels
it his duty to say that no arrangement can be
accepted by the Government of the United States
which does not provide absolutely satisfactory safe-
guards and guarantees of the maintenance of the
present military supremacy of the armies of the
United States and of the Allies in the field."

This was final. Foch, Haig, and Pershing were
not likely to fling away the predominance which was
now assured to them.

The history of events runs now in two parallel
streams, one of diplomacy and one of war. By the
evening of 10th October Haig was in the western
skirts of Le Gateau, and our troops held the very
slopes where in August 1914 Sroith-Dorrien had
fought his great battle against odds, and bluffed
Kluck at a moment when that General had victory
in his hands. On the 17th it was found that Ostend
had been evacuated. And on the same day it was
reported by our airmen that the enemy was retiring
from Lille, and had sent out some thousands of
civilians towards our lines. A patrol entered the
city, to be received with frenzied joy by the inhabi-
tants. Next day Lille was occupied by our troops,
and the 15th Corps pressed on to the east, taking
Roubaix and Tourcoing. The capital of the north-
east was restored to France, and its statue in the
Place de la Concorde could once again be garlanded
with flowers.
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